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S.A.F.E.

SAFE will be holding its 2020
AGM in February, and there’s a
lot to discuss.

It will be Wednesday, 12 February
2020, at the Pendragon Pub on
Excalibur Drive, Thornhill, CF14
9BB.

Start time will be 18:30 promptly,
so please aim to arrive just a little
earlier, if possible..

For full details, including a map,
and to register your interest in
attending, click the following link.

SAFE AGM DETAILS

All members of SAFE are welcome
to come, but registering first helps
us (and the venue) have an idea of
the numbers to expect.

Registration and any proposed
motions for the AGM will need to
be submitted at least 7 days before
the event (by 5 February).

Come and meet SAFE’s committee
and your fellow members- share
your experiences and tips, and
have a fun evening!

A copy of the current Agenda can
be accessed here. This may alter
before the AGM date.

SAFE is growing!

In the last 3 months SAFE added
12 new members.

Our campaign to update our
members’ information with e-mail
addresses also went well, with
less than a handful who have yet
to respond.

In addition, the SAFE web site is
proving to be very popular.  From
29 September to 4 December, it
has had over 1,100 views (1,107).

 This is an average of almost
17/day.

The most views in one day? 94!

SAFETY AND FACILITIES FOR EQUESTRIANS

12 December 2019

A Merry Christmas to all our Members!

S.A.F.E. AGM 2020

And a
Happy
New Year!!

SAFE Facts

Did You Know?

The earliest records of SAFE are
from 1985 - making it 35 years old
(almost middle aged)!

SAFE has a Facebook group -
search on “Safety and  Facilities for
Equestrians” in Facebook to join.
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Hmmm..
A Facebook Group!

https://safe.random3d.co.uk/safe-agm-2020
https://safe.random3d.co.uk/safe-agm-agenda
https://safe.random3d.co.uk
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Ridgeway Rides Caerphilly
A quick canter back through SAFE’s history
Maps and descriptions of the Caerphilly Ridgeway
Rides are hosted by outdoorcardiff.com. A link is also
available from the Maps page on the SAFE web site.

Ridgeway Rides takes you to a network of bridlepaths
or permissive routes which form circular rides in the
Caerphilly area and was one of the biggest projects
ever undertaken by SAFE back in 2007 and 2008.
Work was done to reopen a number of impassible
bridlepaths, deal with difficult gates and undertake
surfacing work. Grant funding was obtained in excess
of £80,000 and SAFE contributed more than £6,000.
This is very significant contribution for such a small
society but reflected the fact the area covered yards
from where the majority of members rode out and the
fact the contribution was only a small fraction of the
overall spend representing excellent value for money.
Apart from the dedication displayed by a small
number of SAFE committee members and volunteers
a project of this size would not have been possible
without the enthusiastic support and hard work of a
number of key people from Caerphilly council and the
Forestry Commission Wales (as was) . Although
these individuals have now retired or moved outside
the area they leave a great legacy and testament to
what can be achieved when good relationships are
built with hard working volunteers .
Since then, over the passage of time some sections
of the routes would now certainly benefit from some
TLC and SAFE are working to identify priorities and
sources of funding.

See the “Before and After” photos below and below-
left. The originals can also be found on the Projects
page of the web site, under Rudry 2.

Recent Work
After some months of campaigning,
work was carried out on a potentially
dangerous step over near Cwm Farm,
Rudry. (November 2019).

Many thanks to Natural Resources
Wales for undertaking this.

See the SAFE Projects Page for more
information.

Most recently, we have also been in
contact with Caerphilly over missing
signage in Draethan which could
cause some riders to overlook an
existing bridlepath.

As this is still ongoing, it can be found
on the web site’s News page.

Impassable gate replaced by horse-friendly gate

Improvements to exits

Improvements to surfacing

Horrible deep clay – now multi use surface

Difficult “V” and 3 gates removed at
start of Br 10 Draethan

https://www.outdoorcardiff.com/wp-content/uploads/Caerphilly-Ridgeway-Horse-Routes.pdf
https://safe.random3d.co.uk/maps
https://safe.random3d.co.uk/projects#rudry2
https://safe.random3d.co.uk/projects
https://safe.random3d.co.uk/news
https://safe.random3d.co.uk
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FALLEN TREES

Do you know what to do if a fallen tree is blocking a
bridlepath?

Natural Resources Wales (NRW) was created in 2013,
from 3 other bodies, including the Forestry Commission.

If you are on a permissive bridle path on privately owned
land, then responsibility falls to the owner.

If you are on land covered by NRW, however - they have
in place a procedure for reporting fallen trees.

It is not the most obvious procedure, and so SAFE has
outlined the steps.

1. Telephone 0300 065 3000

2. After choosing a language option, you can report an
environmental incident using option 1 (although in our
experience if you choose the Other/Anything Else option,
they will put you through to the correct department).

3. Report a fallen tree across a bridlepath/foot path or
whatever has happened.

4. Ideally report a map grid reference (this is a reference
in the format NT 252 735, for example), or provide any
directions to the location and an accurate description of
the location.

5. If you know when the incident happened and what
caused it, also state this.

NRW has a web site at naturalresources.wales

WHAT’S HIDDEN ON THE WEBSITE?

You’ve seen the maps, the news and the links - but what
else does the SAFE web site hold?

Contact Form

Do you have any suggestions for the web site, for the
Newsletter or for SAFE in general ? Just visit us on the
Contacts page and use the Contact Form to let us know.

Publicising SAFE

There’s a poster you can download here.

Fun Stuff

There’s some very bad horse jokes here. Suggest some
better ones and get a credit if published!

In addition, there’s a quiz about equines in general - ten
randomly selected questions from a bank of three dozen.
If you don’t do very well, why not try it again and get a
different set of questions! The Quiz is here.

Answers to the puzzles on page 5 will appear here in mid-
January.

Minutes of Meetings

Highlights from recent SAFE meetings can be found here.

Newsletters

Newsletters will be posted to the Newsletters page at
about 4-6 weeks after distribution to members.

MY LITTLE(?) HORSE
Our first featured horse is LAYLA. Layla is owned by
Julie and Julie has told us what makes her special.

“She is a striking ginger mare with more than a little Arab
in her family tree. Think of every cliche about ginger mares
and that's my lovely Layla. Hormonal, opinionated, and
never slow to communicate to her human serfs exactly
what she's thinking. She's also personality plus and is a
safe, forward ride, embracing life with enthusiasm.

I bought her many years ago, as she was no longer being
ridden, had untreated sweet itch, and had rubbed her tail

and part of her mane raw.
Because of this she's
never  allowed out in the
summer without a sweet
itch rug and and over the
years I've become quite
an expert in sewing on
buckles (which attach
her hood) and repairing
rips.

 Layla is now 23 Years
young but we still hack
miles and she enjoys

exploring new bridlepaths
especially if there's a view
she can stop and look at.

Layla loves a number of
fruity treats but she has a
special liking for bananas
....

Which is quite apt because
I'm completely bananas
about Layla!”

MY LITTLE (?) HORSE

Why not e-mail a picture of your horse and some details
on what makes him/her special. We will select one or two
for inclusion in future publications.

Safe@safebridlepaths.co.uk

https://naturalresources.wales/about-us/contact-us/report-an-environmental-incident/?lang=en
https://safe.random3d.co.uk/contacts
https://safe.random3d.co.uk/safe-promotional-poster
https://safe.random3d.co.uk/horse-jokes
https://safe.random3d.co.uk/safe-horse-quiz
https://safe.random3d.co.uk/minutes-of-safe-meetings
https://safe.random3d.co.uk/sample-page
mailto:safe@safebridlepaths.co.uk
https://safe.random3d.co.uk
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Fforest Fawr/Walnut Tree Route
For many years SAFE has been trying to establish a link
from the Walnut Tree Line (Taff Trail) permissive path, in
to Forest Fawr. During felling work in Forest Fawr, NRW
(Natural Resources Wales), very kindly installed a new
step over at the top of Abbey Close (Ty Rhiw), into the
forest, creating a lovely circular ride that can be started or
finished at several points on the route. The whole of the
ride takes about two hours at a leisurely pace.

The ride is mostly off road through forestry and along a
section of the Taff Trail which consists of a resurfaced
disused railway line, but there is about a total of a mile of
roadwork involved; some through Ty Rhiw housing estate
and some along lanes in the Caerphilly Mountain area.

There is car parking suitable for trailers and small lorries
in the upper Fforest Fawr car park, but the car park gets
very busy at weekends so a very early start or a week day
ride is best if you want to park here. There is also a large
car park at the Black Cock Inn where the landlord would
probably allow parking for a couple of hours in return for
you visiting the pub for drinks or food after your ride (the
lunchtime food is really good and very reasonably priced).
Again, the pub is busy at weekends so weekdays would
be more likely to be acceptable to the landlord.

If you start the ride in Fforest Fawr, you can follow the
main path all the way down to the new step over, but
there are lots of horse routes off the main path, and also
through Forest Ganol on the other side of the road, that
can provide additional riding if you want to explore before
you return to the main path and then proceed to the new
step over.

Go over the step over, down the narrow path and out past
the houses, then bear right down the steep lane and out
onto Abbey Close proper.

Turn right at the end of
Abbey Close and continue
along the road, past the
houses and cemetery (about
quarter of a mile) until you
come to a red/yellow barrier.
Turn left over the step over down
the track next to the barrier. The
track runs down by the side of the
cemetery.

Follow this stony track down to meet the Taff
Trail (Walnut Tree Line) then turn right along
the trail.

Follow the trail (which has a “horse route” verge on the
RHS for most of its length).

When the trail moves from following the A470 to
running parallel to Nantgarw Hill it diverges.

One branch continues as the Taff Trail and has a “No
Horses” sign, but the previous horse “barriers” have been
removed recently and I understand the path is now open
to horses. Follow this path until it emerges through the
barriers onto the latter end of the concrete sidings area.

The other branch (which was the original formal horse
route) takes you up over an old bridge to a bungalow and
livery yard (Bwlch y Maen) where you take a left turn over
a step over onto a track that takes you out onto the old
concrete sidings area. Keep straight on (keeping on the
LHS) through the sidings area until it becomes a concrete
track that joins up with the end of the Taff Trail.

Follow the steep concrete path up through the barriers
and stones –  go up the tarmac lane a few hundred yards
until you meet Blackbrook Road.

Turn right onto Blackbrook Road and follow it all the way
to the T junction at the Black Cock Inn (approx quarter of
a mile).

Turn right at the T junction and then continue for approx
quarter of a mile until the road forks – turn right back
down to the entrance, on the RHS, back to Forest Fawr
car park!

A description of the route, together with a larger sketch
map and pictures of points along the route can be found
on the Documents/Maps section of the SAFE web site - or
you can click here and follow the link.

My Favourite Ride
Why not contact safe@safebridlepaths.co.uk and let us
have details of your favourite ride (circular routes such as
that described above are particularly welcome).

We will feature some of these in future publications - and
any pictures will be most welcome, as well.

https://safe.random3d.co.uk/ffwtcircular
https://safe.random3d.co.uk/ffwtcircular
mailto:safe@safebridlepaths.co.uk
https://safe.random3d.co.uk
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Some Puzzles to keep you going over Christmas.  Answers will be
published on the SAFE Website in mid January - go to Documents,
Fun Stuff, Newsletter Puzzle Answers. No prizes, but have fun!

A copy of this Newsletter will be posted to the News/Newsletter page
at the same time. If you can’t wait, e-mail safe@safebridlepaths.co.uk
and ask for the answers (put “Puzzle Answers” as the title).
1. ANAGRAMS

Each question is a clue to two words - anagrams of
each other. The number is brackets is the number
of letters in each of the words.

Example: Traditional Mexican dish served at the
racecourse (5) would be “Ascot Tacos”

1. Small boat for a large body of water (5)

2. Cooking ingredients for those born late
February/early March (6)

3. Changes the film’s female lead (7)

4. Vessel for Port moved faster than a trot (8)

5. Make the senior officer bigger (7)

6. Decorators for food cupboards (8)

7. Gift for the prison guard? (6)

8. Sneezing whenever you view works of Art
(7)

9. Stag’s horns for hire! (6)

10. Beach Equine? (5)

2. WORD SQUARE

How many words of 4 or more letters can you find
from  those in the square below.

1. Each letter can only be used once in a word.

2. No proper names, plurals or conjugated verbs
(ending in “s”).

3. Every word must contain the highlighted letter.

4. There is one 9 letter word to find.

18 words fair; 26 words good,  38 words very good,
50 or more Excellent!

E P R
A H Y
S O L

3. Which is the Odd-One Out?

A: He needed to check his stock

A: Poor net profits

A: They are all known for their
rackets/racquets

Parliament, under Oliver Cromwell, banned
Christmas in 1644, which lasted until 1660.

The names of the reindeer first appear in a
poem, published in 1823, attributed to CC
Moore. However, Rudolph didn’t appear until
1939 (as part of a department store advert).

Santa may live at the North Pole, but which
one? There are at least 4 - geographic NP,
magnetic NP, geo-magnetic NP and the town
of North Pole in Alaska!

https://safe.random3d.co.uk

